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TAGS: EAIR, UK 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: UK CHARGES AGAINST SWA FOR ALLEGED 
VIOLATIONS OF UK OPERATING AUTHORITY 

1. SEABOARD WORLD AIRLINES' WASHINGTON COUNSEL HAS TOLD 
US OF PENDING CHARGES TO BE BROUGHT AGAINST THE AIRLINE 
AND ITS UK MANAGER FOSS GROWING OUT OF 21 MAC FLIGHTS 
OPERATED TO PRESTWICK BETWEEN FEBRUARY 1975 AND APRIL 1976. 
WE UNDERSTAND FOSS HAS BRIEFED RCAA AND DATT. 

2. OUR UNDERSTANDING OF SITUATION, BRIEFLY, IS AS FOLLOWS: 

IN JULY 1976, UK DOT INFORMED SEABOARD IT HAD NOT APPLIED 
FOR REQUIRED INDIVIDUAL PERMISSION TO OPERATE THE PRESTWICK 
MAC FLIGHTS, AND SEABOARD REPLIED CONTRITELY THAT IT WOULD 
DO SO IN FUTURE. IN MARCH 1977, UK CAA DEPUTY C.HTRF 
INSPECTOR ADVISED FOSS THAT SEABOARD WOULD BE FORMALLY 
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CHARGED WITH VIOLATIONS OF ITS OPERATING PERMIT BECAUSE 
OF THE PRESTWICK FLIGHTS AND THAT IT WOULD BE SERVED A 
SUMMONS IN DUE COURSE. AT THIS POINT FOSS CONTACTED LOCAL 
ATTORNEYS WHO MADE APPROACHES TO LEGAL AUTHORITIES IN 
SCOTLAND. EARLIER THIS WEEK, CHIEF INSPECTOR OE AYRSHIRE, 
SCOTLAND POLICE FORMALLY CHARGED FOSS AS SEABOARD'S UK 
REPRESENTATIVE IN PRESENCE OF SEABOARD ATTORNEY WITH 
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INFRACTIONS OF OPERATING PERMIT. CHIEF INSPECTOR SAID THAT 

SUMMONS WOULD BE SERVED WITHIN NEXT EOUR WEEKS. EINALLY, 
WE UNDERSTAND SEABOARD UK ATTORNEYS BELIEVE THREATENED 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE AIRLINE ARE LEGALLY CHALLENGEABLE 
UNDER AIR NAVIATION ACT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: A) EMBASSY REPORT OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING BRITISH CHARGES TO EXTENT THEY MAY DIEEER 
EROM OUR UNDERSTANDING OE SITUATION (WITH PARTICULAR 
EMPHASIS ON LEGAL MERITS OE BRITISH ASSERTIONS); AND 
B) EMBASSY RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO POSSIBLE EMBASSY/ 
DEPARTMENT APPROACHES TO BRITISH. 

VANCE 
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